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Belonging
Verb
to belong to: 
*be the property of;
*rightly assigned to as a duty, right, part, member;
*have the right personal, social qualities to fit a group.
*be rightly placed or classified.
*fit a particular environment.

Noun
belonging: 
*membership of, and acceptance by, a group.

Individu
al

family / 
friends

ecclesia / small
group of 
believers

worldwide
group of 
believers

Christianity

Belonging

……………How To
(Lessons from Geese)

Fact 1.
As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for 

the birds that follow.  By flying in formation, the 
whole flock adds 70% greater flying range than each 

bird flying alone.

Fact 4.  
Geese in formation honk to encourage those up front 
to keep going and to indicate that they are following.

Fact 4.  
Geese in formation honk to encourage those up front 
to keep going and to indicate that they are following.

Lesson:
Even when following, encouragement is 
an important contribution that everyone 
must/can give to strengthen the group.
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Fact 5.  
When a goose gets sick or wounded, two geese 

drop out of formation and follow it to help and protect 
it.

Fact 1.
As each goose flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for 

the birds that follow.  By flying in formation, the 
whole flock adds 70% greater flying range than each 

bird flying alone.

Lesson:
People who share a common direction 
and sense of community can achieve 
more when they travel on the thrust of 
one another

Fact 2.
When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly 

feels the drag and resistance of flying alone. It 
moves back to take advantage of the lifting power of 

the bird immediately in front of it..

Fact 2.
When a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly 

feels the drag and resistance of flying alone. It 
moves back to take advantage of the lifting power of 

the bird immediately in front of it..

Lesson:
Moving forward together lets us feel 
each other’s strength, and gives us 
the opportunity to help others. 

Fact 3.
When the lead goose tires, it moves back into the 

formation and another bird flies to the lead.

Fact 3.
When the lead goose tires, it moves back into the 

formation and another bird flies to the lead.

Lesson:
We can’t rely one one person to always 
lead; a great community shares the 
hard work evenly
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Fact 5.  
When a goose gets sick or wounded, two geese 

drop out of formation and follow it to help and protect 
it.

Lesson:
There are always those who need help, 
and we must be ready to respond in 
order to stand by them when they are in 
need. 

Belonging
If you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any fellowship with the 
spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 
then….be like-minded, one in spirit and 
purpose. Each of you should look not 
only to your own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.

Philippians 2: 1-4


