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• Philemon was a resident at Colossae 
where the believers met in his home  
Verse 1 + 2

• He had been converted to Christianity 
by Paul    Verse 19

• He was regarded by Paul as a beloved 
brother and a fellow labourer in the 
work of the Gospel      Verse 1

• He owned a slave named Onesimus 
who had stolen from him and escaped 
to Rome   Verse 11 & 18
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?

I think …  

I get the   
sense ..?

?
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Rome  1275 miles

Ephesus  110 miles

‘And when this letter is read before you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans, 
and that you also read the letter of Laodicea’ Col 4:16 4

Hursville Women's Bible Class   13.7.18 5 Hursville Women's Bible Class   13.7.18 6



7/15/2018

2

Hursville Women's Bible Class   13.7.18

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation   ….   He is before all things, and in 

him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 

body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 

from among the dead, so that in everything he might 

have the supremacy. 

Jesus is the only one through whom we 
have access to God.  He is the head of the 
church and supreme in every way.    There 

is no place or need for any other 
mediatory or authoritative roles
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‘I (Paul) have become its servant by the 
commission God gave me to present to you 
the word of God in its fullness-- the mystery
that has been kept hidden for ages and 
generations, but is now disclosed to the 
Lord's people. To them God has chosen to 
make known among the Gentiles the 
glorious riches of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory’  Col 1: 25-27No person can claim special 

knowledge in understanding 
mysteries  as all mysteries 

have  been revealed through Jesus
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Beware of any teaching that 
claims supernatural intervention

other than Jesus 

‘See to it that no one takes you captive 

through hollow and deceptive 

philosophy, which depends on human 

tradition and the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world rather than on 

Christ’  Col 2:8 
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‘Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 
eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a 
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 
Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and 
the worship of angels disqualify you. Such a person 
also goes into great detail about what they have 
seen; they are puffed up with idle notions by their 
unspiritual mind.  Col 2:16-17

Don’t let anyone trick you with persuasive 
words to adopt  their form of religion which is 

all about ritual and outward appearance. 
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‘Since you died with Christ to the elemental 
spiritual forces of this world, why, as though you 
still belonged to the world, do you submit to its 
rules: "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not 
touch!"? Such regulations indeed have an 
appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed 
worship, their false humility and their harsh 
treatment of the body, but they lack any value in 
restraining sensual indulgence’   Col: 2-20-21`

Rigid rules and self imposed denial  does 
not produce ‘godliness’.  

It’s all show and no substance
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‘Friend, you have no idea how good your 
love makes me feel, doubly so when I see 
your hospitality to fellow believers’ Phm 1:7 

Hursville Women's Bible Class   13.7.18

Epaphras, who is one of you (i.e. a Colossian) and a servant of 
Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for 
you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and 
fully assured. I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and 
for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. Col 4:12-13

‘In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing 
throughout the whole world--just as it has been doing 
among you since the day you heard it and truly understood 
God's grace. You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow 
servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 
and who also told us of your love in the Spirit ‘ Col 1:8-8

The link between Paul, Epaphras, Philemon & Onesimus 
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‘PLEASE  don’t 
say or do 
anything 

until you have 
read this letter ‘
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Close family  members
Probably Philemon’s  wife & son

A united family
Known & loved personally  by Paul
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Based on:

• Adult son or nephew
• A friend of Paul 

• ‘…   seeing thou art such as one as Paul 
the aged’  Philemon:  1:9.  Vulgate Latin Version.

Conclusion:    Probably 50 – 60 years of 
age – similar age to Paul.  
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• All Greek Names.
• The letter to the Colossians indicates it was largely gentiles
• Apaphras was definitely a gentile.

ON THE BALANCE OF PROBABLITIES:     GENTILE

BUT:     ?

Many Jews had Greek names.  

There is a record of a ‘Philemo’ being a 
leader in a Jewish synagogue in that area.  
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Philemon converted by Paul.   

No record of Paul having visited Colossae

The salutations in the letter show that Philemon 
knew Timothy, Mark, Aristarchus and Luke, all
who spent time with Paul in Ephesus

CONCLUSION:    Probably during Pauls stay in Ephesus
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The letter shows the  familiarity  of  a genuine 
friendship with Paul and Philemon.

Paul considers Philemon a fellow labourer- a peer

He acknowledges Philemon is a man with authority

BUT:      Philemon could have been a Jew who knew Paul from 
younger days when they had attended  Jewish Festivals in 
Jerusalem. 

Acts tells us Jews from Phrygia travelled to Jerusalem regularly 
e.g.  Pentecost.  20
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RICH  MAN  IN  A  POOR  TOWN

A man who used his means to help 
the believers in Colossae

A generous man
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POSITIVE CHARACTERISTICS

Generous  and  hospitable

Caring and kind in practical ways

Sincere and committed to his faith

Friend to fellow believers

Family orientated:  The family were united in the                          
work of the Gospel

Voluntarily managed the welfare of his brethren and 
sisters.   Practical rather than academic

A man of authority

Phm 1:7  Friend, you have no idea how good your love makes me feel, doubly so when I see 
your hospitality to fellow believers. 
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OWNER AND 
MASTER OF 

SLAVES ?
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‘And you shall say to Pharaoh, 
Thus says the Lord: Israel is 

My son, My first-born. And I 
say to you, Let My son go, 

that he may serve Me’ 
Exo 4:22-23
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Bad Pharaoh                                OR                          Good Master   ?

Exod 21.
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Spiritual 
challenges and 

cross roads
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‘I (Paul) sent Tychicus to you 
for this very purpose, that he 
might know the things about 
you, and that he might 
comfort your hearts,  along 
with Onesimus, a faithful and 
beloved brother, who is one 
of you’ Col 4:8-9
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• Problems in the meeting

• Personal challenges

• ? Family worries

‘And say to Archippus,  Take heed to 
the ministry which you have received 
in the Lord, that you fulfil it’  Col 4:17
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An  inscription 
was found in the area of Laodicea, 

dated 1st century AD

It  was commissioned by a former 
slave and dedicated to

‘MARCUS SESTIUS PHILEMON’ 
for  granting him his freedom. 
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