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Jesus and His Mother Early years LEFT OUT
Matt. 7:9  What man is there 
of you, whom if his son ask 
bread, will he give him a 
stone?

What person is there of you whom if 
their child ask for bread will give 
them a stone?

Examples are given 
in the masculine

We all love 
our children –
how much more will 
your Father in heaven 
give good gifts to 

those who ask him!

Genealogy of Mary
LINE OF DAVID

“Mary the daughter of Heli”

LUKE 3

Now Jesus himself was about 
thirty years old when he began 
his ministry. He was the son, so 
it was thought, of Joseph

the son of Heli, the son of 
Matthat

… the son of Nathan the son of 
David…the son of Adam the 
son of God

BORN OF GOD

John 1:11 His own did not 
receive him. Yet to all who did 
receive him… he gave the right 
to become children of God—
children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, 
but born of God.

All under the umbrella of husband

son = son-in-law

The Lord’s Servant

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The 
Lord is with you, blessed are you among women.”
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favour with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are 
to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the 
Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no 
word from God will ever fail.”
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  Luke 1:28-38

Judges 5:24 ‘Blessed among women shall be 
Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite ’

Mary Obeyed and Believed
(she got it right)

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the baby leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. In a loud 
voice she exclaimed: “Blessed 
are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will 

bear! But why am I so favoured, 
that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me? As soon as 
the sound of your greeting 

reached my ears, the baby in my 
womb leaped for joy. Blessed is 
she who has BELIEVED that the 

Lord would fulfill his promises to 
her!”

SILENCED

You will be silent and not able to 
speak until the day this happens, 
because you did not believe my 
words, which will come true at 
their appointed time Luke 1:20

Mary the PondererMary the Thinker
Luke 2:18  And all who heard it wondered at the things 

which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary 
treasured all these things, 

pondering (to bring together) them 

in her heart 

Heart =“mind/thoughts” - “When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he said to them, 

"Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?” Luke 5:22

Luke 1:55 His mother kept all these words in her heart/mind

in her mind
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Mary’s Reply
ELIZABETH: Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of 

my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 
womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

Mary’s Song
And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed,
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.

He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,

remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants forever,

just as he promised our ancestors.” Luke 1:46-55

MARY:

MARY’S MOSAIC OF QUOTES
Mary

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour

for he has looked on the humble 
estate of his servant.

For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed;

for he who is mighty has done great 
things for me,
and holy is his name.

And his mercy is for those who fear 
him from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm

he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts;
52 he has brought down the mighty 
from their thrones

and set on high those of humble 
estate;

53he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he has sent away 
empty.

54He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke 
to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 
offspring forever.

From
Isaiah 61:10  I delight greatly in the LORD; my spirit 
rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with 
garments of Salvation
Ps 136:23 Who remembered us in our humble estate

Judges 5 Most blessed of women be Ja′el, the wife of 
Heber the Ken′ite, of tent-dwelling women most 
blessed. (sin struck on head)

2 Sam 7:21 done all these great things, to make thy 
servant know them. Wherefore thou art great, O LORD 
God: (throne of David passage)

Psalm 103:17 The mercy of the LORD is from everlasting 
to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children's children

Psalm 98:1 his right hand, and his holy arm, have 
worked salvation. 

Daniel 4:37 And those who walk in pride he is able to 
humble. (Nebuchadnezzar)

Job 5:11  set up on high those that be humble.  

1 Sam 2 Those who were full hire themselves out for 
food, but those who were hungry are hungry no more.

Psalm 98:3 He hath remembered his mercy and his 
truth toward the house of Israel

Comments

Jesus first words were also reading Isaiah 
61 in Synagogue – proclaiming salvation

Context: Redemption from enemies and 
oppressive rulers 

Luke 1:28 blessed art thou among 
women. Mary considered application of 
Sin slayer

V 12 Context: I will set up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy 
bowels (heart), and I will establish his 
kingdom – Mary had been pondering the 
throne of David passage from Gabriel

Messianic Psalm - Salvation in Jesus
The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the 
sight of the nations.

A summary of what happened to Neb. 
Rather than a direct quote – replacing 
bad rule with good

Words of Hannah 

Culmination of Promises to Israel

Everyone a Teacher

"You shall impress these words of mine on your 
heart and on your soul/mind; and you shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontals on your forehead."You shall teach them to 
your children, talking of them when you sit in your 
house and when you walk along the road and 
when you lie down and when you rise up. "You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates.” Deut 11:19  

God’s words to Israel – men & women – all to be 
teachers 

Mary was such a person

A Mother in Israel

Judges 5:7 “I, Deborah, arose,
until I arose, a mother in Israel.”

Why wasn’t she expecting a virgin birth?

Luke 1:34 “How will this 
be,” Mary asked the angel, 
“since I am a virgin?”

Is 7:14 “The Lord himself will 
give you a sign; Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and 
bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.”

The Sign of a Virgin?

Is 7:14 is ַעְלָמה (almah) - meaning young woman

verses with 'virgin’ are ְּבתּוָלה (bethulah) 
Eg. Gen 24:16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a 
virgin, H1330 neither had any man known her
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And she gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him in strips of cloth 
and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was no place for them in the 

inn guestchambers.
(Where is the guestchamber, G2646 where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? ) 

3 Days of Anguish

Child of 12 
The boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, 
but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was 
in their company, they travelled on for a 
day. Then they began looking for him among 
their relatives and friends. 45 When they did 
not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 
look for him…
“Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 
father and I have been anxiously searching 
for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he 
asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house (about my Father’s 
business)?” But they did not understand the 
word that he spoke to them.

Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured (to keep continually) all these 
things in her heart (mind). And Jesus grew in 
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man.

Consumed with zeal -
Ps 69:9 “I have become estranged 
from my brothers And an alien to my 
mother's sons. For zeal for Your 
house has consumed me”

Next time she remembered
John 2:17  “Then his disciples (from 

context including Mary) remembered that 
it was written, zeal for Your house 
has consumed me.”

WHAT TIME

Mark 1:15 "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand”

Cross ref to Dan 9:25 Know therefore and 
understand, that from the going forth of the word to 
restore and to build up Jerusalem until the Anointed 

One shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks

The Times of the 70 weeks prophecy
Coming of anointed one at end of 62 ‘7’s

“The Anointed One will be put to death and will have 
nothing... He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven’ 
(start of his ministry 26 AD) In the middle of the ‘seven’ (30 AD) 
he will put an end to sacrifice and offering” Dan.9:26-27

Luke 3:1  “In the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea Herod tetrarch of 
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas the word of God came 
unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness...v21 Jesus 
was baptized too.”  = 26 AD

Mary – Where was she from ?

Luke 1:26 God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin
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Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who 
walk in darkness Will see a great light; Those 
who live in a dark land, The light will shine on 
them. Is 9:2

Why was land in darkness?

WORTHLESS SHEPHERDS

SUN WILL SET FOR THE PROPHETS Mic 3:6

Murder of Zechariah the prophet 
Ezra the ‘teacher of the law’ omitted from  records

“Woe to you, ‘teachers of the law’ and Pharisees, you hypocrites!
Upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered 
between the temple and the altar.” Matt 23:35

“I WILL SHUT THE DOORS” I have no pleasure in you, says 
the Lord Almighty, and I will not accept a sacrifice at your 

hands. Mal 1:10 

‘The DAYS OF HEROD’

“in those days”

Luke 1:5 In the days of Herod, king of 
Judea...v39 In those days Mary arose and 
went with haste into the hill country into a city 
of Judah

Herod the GREAT
“the greatest builder in Jewish history”

A brutal man who killed his father-in-law, several of his ten wives, and 
two of his sons. He ignored the laws of God to suit himself and chose the 

favour of Rome over his own people. 

Josephus

Was he mentioned

Herod in Daniel 11
Dan 11:37 “He will magnify himself above all. He will honour the god of fortresses”

Fortresses were his god

“His overriding aim was to glorify himself, and his ambition was to leave to posterity ever 
more imposing monuments of his reign” Josephus

HERODIUM 23 - 15 BCE
Concerning Judah and Jerusalem… The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be 

…raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it.  Is 2:2
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Massada 37- 31 BCE

Caesarea Maritima
25–13 BC

Population 100,000

The Temple - 46 years in the making

“Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover”

“An innumerable multitude of people come out of the country, and from abroad 
also, in order to worship God.” Josephus

He brought Him to Jerusalem and set Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down” Luke 4:9You that destroy the temple, and build it in three days, save yourself. If you be the 

Son of God, come down from the cross. Matt 27:40

(The buildings of Herod …. The buildings of his son)

Where Jesus Grew Up Note Cana
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Sepphoris - up the hill from Nazareth
Home of Herod Antipas “that fox”

A city set on a hill cannot be hidden

Wedding at Cana

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When 
the wine was gone, 
Jesus’ mother said to him, 

“They have no more wine.” *
Jesus said

“Woman, what have I to do with you? my hour is not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants, 

“Do whatever he tells you.”
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the 
brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the 
banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been 
turned into wine.

Wine Maker
Gen 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's 
staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be 
the obedience of the peoples
PEOPLE WILL BE OBEDIENT TO JESUS
He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey's colt to the choice vine;
DONKEYS USED FOR WORK – JESUS’  WORK IS CONNECTED TO 
VINE
He washes his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of 
grapes. 
GARMENTS OF A WINEMAKER WHO TREADS GRAPES – THE FRUIT 
OF THE VINE: John 15:5 he who abides in Me and I in him, he 
bears much fruit,

The blood of grapes is a new covenant gained by 
Jesus laying down his life –we too take up our cross 

“He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren.” 1 John 3:16

He washes His garments in blood of grapes (us) “The man who 
sprinkles the water of cleansing must also wash his clothes Num

19:21 (He became contaminated for us )

Another Layer
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word

John 2:1 On the 3rd day a wedding took place 
at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there, and Jesus and his disciples had also 
been invited to the wedding. When the wine 
was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 

Jesus said “Woman, what have I to do with 
you? my hour is not yet come.”

His mother said to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.”
Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind 
used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, 
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with 
water”; so they filled them to the brim.
Then he told them, “Now draw some out and 
take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, and the master of the banquet 
tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine…
This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his 
disciples believed on him.

Genesis 1:1 “in the beginning”

3rd Day - “seed-bearing plants and trees that 
bear fruit with seed in it, Parable about seed 
of the woman –true vine

Mary understood Jesus was the winemaker –
she prompted Him to produce God’s fruit

(Eve prompted Adam to eat forbidden fruit)

The next time period of Daniels prophecy 
when Messiah is cut off (killed) – connected 
to Woman

No longer just following God – but 
God and Jesus

Ceremonial washing
He produced fruit of the vine – Disciples - His 
disciples believed in Him 

– time for the new covenant – water no 
longer needed He will confirm a covenant with 
many for one ‘seven’ 

The Destiny of ‘The Woman’
and ‘The Seed’

“Woman, what have I to do with you? my hour is 
not yet come.”
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At the Cross – Sin hit on the head

Second Adam

Seed of the Serpent

Second Eve

“Woman, what have I to do with you? my hour is 
not yet come.”

TYPES/SYMBOLS

Jesus the 2nd Adam

"The first man Adam 
became a living being"; 
the last Adam, a life-giving 
spirit.” 1 Cor 15:45

The Seed of Serpent 

“You children of serpents! 
Who warned you to flee 
from the coming wrath?

Luke 3:7 ISV

Peter/ stone/stumbling stone/tempter

You are Peter (small rock –
in my church) Matt 16:18

“Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a stumbling block 
to me” Matt 16:23

Serpent/Devil/Satan

The chief priests, the teachers of the law 
and the elders mocked him. “He saved 
others,” they said, “but he can’t save 

himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him 
come down now from the cross, and we 

will believe in him. Matt 27:41

2nd Adam, serpent – what about 2nd Eve?
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A message for His Mother
My Hour has come – we face this 

together

“Woman, what have I to 
do with you? my hour is 
not yet come.”

Matt 26:18 'Go to the city, 
to a certain one, and say 
to (him)them, The Teacher 
says, My time is near; 
with you at your house I 
keep the passover, with 
my disciples; (not just the 
12)

My Father is Your Father
“I ascend unto my Father, and your Father” John 20:17

My Family is Your Family
Matt 12:47-49  "Who is My mother and who are 
My brothers?" And stretching out His hand 
toward His disciples, 

He said, "Behold My mother and My brothers!

My Mother is Your Mother
“Behold your Mother”

Born again – get a new family

EVE

Deceived and disobeyed

Prompted Adam to eat 
forbidden fruit

Mother of all Living

Wiki “According to most 
modern scholars, the apostle 
John was not the author of 
the Gospel of John”  - the 
attribution by Irenaeus being 
thouroughly unreliable

MARY

Believed and obeyed

Prompted Jesus to produce fruit of the 
vine

Mother of Spiritually Living – A mother 
in Israel

Jesus said to the Beloved Disciple 
(unspecified defaults to masculine)
“Behold your Mother”
– meaning… this is now your mother

When Jesus therefore saw his mother, 
and the disciple standing by, whom he 
loved, he said to his mother, Woman, 
behold thy son child! Then he said to 
the disciple, Behold thy mother! And 
from that hour that disciple took her 
unto his their own home.

Last sighted

Clothed with all Lights of Heaven
A great sign appeared 
in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under 
her feet and a crown 
of twelve stars on her 
head. She was 
pregnant and cried out 
in pain as she was 
about to give …she 
gave birth to a son, a 
male child, who “will 
rule all the nations 
with an iron scepter.”
And her child was 
snatched up to God 
and to his throne. Rev 
12

Who is this that 
appears like the 

dawn, fair as the 
moon, bright as 

the sun, majestic 

as the stars in 
procession?

Song 6:10

Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to 
her …She gave birth to a son, and they named him 
Solomon 2 Sam 12:24

2 Sam 12:2 He raised it, and it grew up with him and his 
children.

Shammua, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon. These four 
were by Bathsheba daughter of Ammiel.  1 Chron 3:5

How Did Jesus Know His Destiny?

How much did Joseph and Mary Explain?

To what degree did God reveal Himself to Jesus?

First interaction baptism?

“Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets 
and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so 
they could understand the Scriptures.” 
Luke24:44
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Mary the Origin of Jesus

1 Cor 11:12

For as the woman (Eve) 
came from the man 
(Adam),

Even so is the man (Jesus) 
also by the woman (Mary)

Gal 4:4 When the set time 
had fully come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to 
redeem those under the 
law.

HEROD

King of the Jews

Built a temple
No foreigner to pass into court of 

Jews on pain of death

JESUS

King of the Jews

Built a better temple

Mark 11:17 'My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all nations'

‘tekton’ τέκτων
Mark 6:3 Isn't this the carpenter? Master craftsman

Master Craftsman - wood-work, stone masonry, engraving, blacksmith, purifier of gold

Ex 28:11  With the work of an engraver H2796 in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave (Greek: It shall 
be the work of the stone-engraver’s art) 

Is 44:12 The smith H2796 with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers
Ezek 21:31 deliver thee into the hand of brutish men, and skilful H2796 to destroy.

1 Chron22:15 Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, hewers and workers H2796 of 
stone and timber,

Rev 2:17 I will give to him a white stone, and upon the stone a new name written

1 Peter 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house
Eph 2:21 Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple

Matt 16:16 You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, …I tell you that you are Peter (small stone) and on this rock (Jesus the corner stone) I will build my 
church, (Jesus was building a church of people out of stones)

Josephus 37-100 AD

A brutal man who killed his father-in-law, several of his 
ten wives, and two of his sons. He ignored the laws of 
God to suit himself and chose the favour of Rome over his 
own people. 

Herod deprived this Matthias of the high priesthood, and burnt the 
other Matthias, who had raised the sedition, with his companions, 
alive. And that very night there was an eclipse of the moon. {c} … 191

When he had done these things, he died, the fifth day after he had 
caused Antipater to be slain; having reigned, since he had procured 
Antigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had been declared 
king by the Romans, thirty-seven. {b} A man he was of great barbarity 
toward all men equally, and a slave to his passion; but above the 
consideration of what was right

Candlestick Lampstand

And thou shalt make 
a candlestick of pure gold:

Ex 25:31 KJV

"Make a lampstand of 
pure gold.  NIV

Mary – Line of Kings/Priests

Luke 1:36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age

Luke 1:5 his wife Elizabeth was also a 
descendant of Aaron.
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Wine Symbol

Gen 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff 
from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the 
obedience of the peoples
WHEN PEOPLE OBEDIENT - LAND AT PEACE 
He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey's colt to the choice vine;
DONKEYS USED FOR WORK IN TIMES OF PEACE - IN CONTRAST TO 
HORSES WHICH ARE FOR WAR
He washes his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes. 
GARMENTS NOT COVERED IN BLOOD FROM BATTLE , BUT IN 
CONTRAST ARE COVERED IN BLOOD OF GRAPES - ANOTHER SYMBOL 
OF TIMES OF PEACE –

The blood of grapes is a new covenant not gained in 
battle but gained by Jesus laying down his life –we too 

take up our cross (become servants)



DANIEL 11 

https://alsowritten.wordpress.com/2014/11/30/daniel-11-explained/ 

Daniel 11 is an overview of the nations controlling Israel from the time of Cyrus to the reign of Herod the Great. 

The key to understanding the prophecies in Daniel is knowing about “THE GAP” 

The image of chapter 2, the 70 week prophecy and the combined prophecies of chapters 11 & 12 all have a gap 

where the prophecy stops at the time of the Romans & Christ (who is 'cut off' in the middle of the last 7) and then 

re-commences in the last days – the days of the ten toe Arab kingdoms. 

                                       

For The GAP of the 70 weeks prophecy (Daniel 9) see  https://youtu.be/jPfRLxRZtPo 

The same GAP occurs between Chapter 11 & 12 of Daniel. Chapter 11 is the history until  the time of Herod the Great 

and the coming of Messiah. Chapter 12 begins at the time of the end and discusses the final  week of Daniel’s 70 

week prophecy which brings in everlasting righteousness.  Daniel 12 is sealed until the time of the end - the last '7' of 

the 70 week prophecy.  This final phase is unsealed by Jesus as per Rev 5:5 "Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe 

of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof." 

Daniel 11 provides such an explicit history of the events leading up to the time of Herod the Great that critics say it 

must have been history written after the events.  Those who believe in the creator of the universe who is not bound 

by time, and reveals the future, know that He not only revealed the future to Daniel, but He has revealed it to us. 

The summary below is adapted from research by Bryan T. Huie 

http://www.herealittletherealittle.net/index.cfm?page_name=Daniel11 

 

11 1 And as for me, in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood up to confirm and strengthen him. (This was also the 

year Cyrus captured Babylon 539/8BC – Cyrus and Darius the Mede co-ruled) 



2 “And now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings (after Cyrus) shall arise in Persia; (Cambyses, 

Bardya,Darius 1) and a fourth shall be far richer than all of them; (Xerxes 1) and when he has become strong through 

his riches, he shall stir up all against the kingdom of Greece. 

(In 480 BC, Xerxes personally led the second Persian invasion of Greece with one of the largest ancient armies ever 

assembled.) 

 Then a mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with great dominion and do according to his will. (Alexander the Great 

356- 332) 4 And when he has arisen, his kingdom shall be broken and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but 

not to his posterity, nor according to the dominion with which he ruled; for his kingdom shall be plucked up and go to 

others besides these. 

(The Hellenistic world settled into four stable power blocks: the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, the Seleucid 

Empire in the east, the Kingdom of Pergamon in Asia Minor, and Macedon.) 

5 “Then the king of the south (Ptolemies) shall be strong, but one of their princes shall be stronger than 

he (Seleucus) and his dominion shall be a great dominion. 6 After some years they shall make an alliance, and the 

daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the north to make peace; but she shall not retain the 

strength of her arm, and he and his offspring shall not endure; but she shall be given up, and her attendants, her 

child, and he who got possession of her. 

(In 249 BCE, king of the South Ptolemy II Philadelphus sent his daughter Berenice to king of the North Antiochus II 

Theos to stop the war that was raging (the Second Syrian War) and unite the two kingdoms through marriage. 

Antiochus II put away his wife Laodice and married Berenice. She persuaded him to reject Laodice’s children and 

set up her own. After Ptolemy II died Antiochus II repudiated his marriage to Berenice and left her and their infant 

son to return to Laodice. Laodice murdered Antiochus II with poison. She then convinced her son, Seleucus II 

Callinicus, to kill both Berenice and her son. So, Ptolemy II king of the South, his daughter Berenice, and Antiochus 

II king of the North all lost in their struggle for power.) 

7 “In those times a branch[b] from her roots shall arise in his place; he shall come against the army and enter the 

fortress of the king of the north, and he shall deal with them and shall prevail. 

(Ptolemy III Euergetes, the eldest son of Ptolemy II and brother of Berenice, was not happy about the murder of 

his sister. He invaded the Seleucid empire. His armies defeated the forces of Seleucus II- son of Antiochus II and 

Laodice and put to death Laodice.) 

 He shall also carry off to Egypt their gods with their molten images and with their precious vessels of silver and of 

gold; and for some years he shall refrain from attacking the king of the north. 

(During the Third Syrian War, Ptolemy III recovered many of the statues that the Persian forces of Cambyses had 

carried off during their conquest of Egypt 300 years earlier. Because of this, he was known as Euergetes 

(“Benefactor”). Ptolemy III acquired much gold and silver during his victorious campaign.) 

9 Then the latter shall come into the realm of the king of the south but shall return into his own land. 

(In 240 BCE Seleucus II attempted to invade Egypt in response to the humiliation he suffered at the hands of 

Ptolemy III. He had to return in defeat after his fleet perished in a storm.) 

10 “His sons shall wage war and assemble a multitude of great forces, which shall come on and overflow and pass 

through, and again shall carry the war as far as his fortress. 

(The sons of Seleucus II were Seleucus III Ceraunos and Antiochus III. Seleucus III, began a war against the Egyptian 

provinces in Asia Minor. He was unsuccessful, and was assassinated by members of his army in Asia Minor in 223 

BCE. Antiochus III, took the throne at the age of 18 after his brother’s death. He victoriously went through Judea, 

coming almost to the borders of Egypt.) 

11 Then the king of the south, moved with anger, shall come out and fight with the king of the north; and he shall raise 

a great multitude, but it shall be given into his hand. 



(Antiochus III met Ptolemy IV Philopater at the Battle of Raphia (also known as the Battle of Gaza) in 217 BCE. 

Antiochus III, the king of the North, had 62,000 infantry, 6,000 calvary, and 103 war elephants. But the forces of 

Ptolemy IV, king of the South, were victorious in the battle. Antiochus III was forced to withdraw into Lebanon.) 

12 And when the multitude is taken, his heart shall be exalted, and he shall cast down tens of thousands, but he shall 

not prevail. 13 For the king of the north shall again raise a multitude, greater than the former; and after some 

years[c] he shall come on with a great army and abundant supplies. 

(After the death of Ptolemy IV in 204 BCE, Antiochus III rallied his forces once again to attack the kingdom of the 

South. In the Fifth Syrian War (202-195 BCE), Antiochus III swept down into Judea from Syria. He retook the 

territory that he had occupied some eighteen years previously. When Antiochus III withdrew for the winter, the 

Egyptian commander Scopas reconquered the southern portions of the lost territory, including Judea and 

Jerusalem.) 

14 “In those times many shall rise against the king of the south; and the men of violence among your own people shall 

lift themselves up in order to fulfil the vision; but they shall fail. 15 Then the king of the north shall come and throw up 

siegeworks, and take a well-fortified city. And the forces of the south shall not stand, or even his picked troops, for 

there shall be no strength to stand. 

(Following his defeat at Paneas, Scopas fled to the fortified port city of Sidon. But after Antiochus III besieged it, 

Scopas surrendered in 199 BCE in exchange for safe passage out of the city back to Egypt. He and his troops were 

allowed to leave the city naked after giving up their weapons.) 

16 But he who comes against him shall do according to his own will, and none shall stand before him; and he shall 

stand in the glorious land, and all of it shall be in his power. 

(With his final victory over Scopas at Sidon, Antiochus the Great took the Holy Land away from the Egyptians for 

good. Judea and Jerusalem had passed from the king of the South to the king of the North.) 

17 He shall set his face to come with the strength of his whole kingdom, and he shall bring terms of peace and perform 

them. He shall give him the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom but it shall not stand or be to his advantage. 

(Ptolemy V entered into a treaty with Antiochus III after his military defeat in the Fifth Syrian War. He surrendered 

his Asian holdings to the king of the North and accepted Antiochus III’s daughter, Cleopatra I, as a bride. They 

were married in 194 BCE. He sought to gain a foothold in Egypt through his daughter. But Cleopatra I was a true 

wife to Ptolemy V, standing by him instead of seeking to benefit her father.) 

18 Afterward he shall turn his face to the coastlands, and shall take many of them; but a commander shall put an end 

to his insolence; indeed he shall turn his insolence back upon him. 

(Antiochus III went to war against Rome. With 10,000 men, Antiochus III sailed across the Aegean Sea and took 

some strongholds in Asia Minor. But he alienated his former ally, Macedonian king Philip V. The Roman army 

entered Asia Minor and defeated the larger forces of Antiochus III at the Battle of Magnesia in 190 BCE. In the 

peace treaty of Apamea in 188 BCE, Roman general Publius Scipio demanded twenty hostages (including his son, 

Antiochus IV), a reduction of naval ships to twelve, and payment to Rome for the cost of the war totaling 15,000 

talents over the next twelve years. The all-consuming ambition of Antiochus III brought defeat to the kingdom of 

the North.) 

19 Then he shall turn his face back toward the fortresses of his own land; but he shall stumble and fall, and shall not 

be found. 

(With his kingdom now reduced to Syria, Mesopotamia, and western Iran, Antiochus III was in dire need of funds 

with which to pay Rome for the cost of the war. In 187 BCE, while attempting to plunder a pagan temple in 

Babylon near Susa, Antiochus III was murdered.) 

20 “Then shall arise in his place one who shall send an exactor of tribute through the glory of the kingdom; but within 

a few days he shall be broken, neither in anger nor in battle. 



(AntiochuSeleucus IV Philopater, took over after his father’s death. Due to the heavy debt burden imposed by 

Rome, he was forced to seek an ambitious taxation policy on his shrunken empire. This included heavy taxation 

on the people of Israel. The Roman senate decided to trade hostages; therefore, they ordered Seleucus IV to send 

his son Demetrius, the heir to the throne, to Rome. In return, the Romans released Seleucus IV’s younger brother, 

Antiochus IV. When released, Antiochus IV went to Athens. In 175 BCE, after Demetrius had been sent away to 

Rome, Seleucus IV was poisoned by his minister Heliodorus.) 

21 In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not been given; he shall come in without 

warning and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. 

(Antiochus IV arrived in Seleucia with a powerful ally and thwarted Heliodorus’ designs on the throne. He became 

co-regent and protector of Seleucus IV’s infant son (also named Antiochus). In 170 BCE, the younger Antiochus 

was murdered while Antiochus IV was conveniently absent, paving the way for him to take sole possession of the 

throne.) 

22 Armies shall be utterly swept away before him and broken, and the prince of the covenant also. 

(Because of his ability to charm people and ally himself with them, Antiochus IV Epiphanes (“God manifest”) was 

able to overcome all threats to his throne. The prince of the covenant is a reference to the Jewish high priest 

Onias III. A brother of Onias named Joshua, who had become hellenized and changed his name to Jason, made a 

deal with Antiochus IV. Jason told him that he would pay Antiochus IV a large bribe if he would remove Onias and 

make him high priest in his place. So Antiochus IV forced Onias out and installed his brother Jason as high priest in 

Jerusalem in 174 BCE. In 172 BCE, Jason sent a priest named Menelaus to Antiochus IV with his tribute money. 

However, Menelaus took Jason’s money, and bribed Antiochus IV to secure the high priesthood for himself. 

Menelaus then returned to Jerusalem and deposed Jason, who fled for his life.) 

23 And from the time that an alliance is made with him he shall act deceitfully; and he shall become strong with a 

small people. 

(In Egypt, 14-year old Ptolemy VI Philometer had become king. He was the nephew of Antiochus IV; his mother 

(Cleopatra I) was Antiochus IV’s sister. Antiochus IV sought an alliance with Ptolemy VI, seeking to take advantage 

of what he perceived as weakness in the Ptolemaic kingdom and gain Egypt for himself. He moved through Syria 

and Judea into Egypt with a small army, so as to not arouse suspicion to his true motive, and seized Egypt. His 

cover story was that he was coming to act as the “protector” of his nephew, Ptolemy VI.) 

24 Without warning he shall come into the richest parts of the province; and he shall do what neither his fathers nor 

his fathers’ fathers have done, scattering among them plunder, spoil, and goods. He shall devise plans against 

strongholds, but only for a time. 

(Antiochus IV moved into the parts of the kingdom that were the richest. He spread around some of the spoils 

from his war campaigns to secure the loyalty of the people. The historical book of I Maccabees states that he 

spent much on the public (I Mac. 3:30). It is reported that he would go into the streets and throw money to the 

citizens there. Using his cunning, he visited Egyptian strongholds to find out their power.) 

25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the 

south shall wage war with an exceedingly great and mighty army; but he shall not stand, for plots shall be devised 

against him. 

(In 170 BCE, Antiochus IV decided to take Egypt by force in the Sixth Syrian War. He moved his army to the border 

of Egypt before he was met by the Egyptians at Pelusium. The Egyptians had a large army arrayed against him 

there. Antiochus, risking death by riding into the midst of the battle of Pelusium, ordered the Egyptians to be 

taken alive instead of slain. By this policy, he gained Pelusium and later took Memphis.) 

26 Even those who eat his rich food shall be his undoing; his army shall be swept away, and many shall fall down slain. 

(Ptolemy VI’s army, although large, was not able to withstand Antiochus IV. In large part, this was due to the 

intrigues of Antiochus IV, who corrupted several of the Egyptian ministers and officers. This was one of the main 

causes of the defeat of Ptolemy VI. Those who were in his confidence and possessed the secrets of the state 



betrayed him to Antiochus IV. For example, Ptolemy Macron (also called “Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes”) had 

been appointed by Ptolemy VI as governor of Cyprus. However, sensing the young king’s weakness, he deserted to 

Antiochus IV, who made him governor of Coele Syria and Phoenicia.) 

27 And as for the two kings, their minds shall be bent on mischief; they shall speak lies at the same table, but to no 

avail; for the end is yet to be at the time appointed. 

(Antiochus IV set his sights on Alexandria. Due to the intrigues of Antiochus IV the Alexandrians had renounced 

their allegiance to Ptolemy VI, and had made his younger brother, Ptolemy VII Euergetes, king. While at Memphis, 

Antiochus IV and Ptolemy VI had frequent conferences. Antiochus IV professed his great friendship to his nephew 

and concern for his interests, but his true plan was to weaken Egypt by setting the brothers against one another. 

Conversely, Ptolemy VI professed gratitude to his uncle for the interest he took in his affairs. He laid the blame of 

the war upon his minister Eulaeus, one the guardians appointed to watch over him after his father’s death. All the 

while, Ptolemy VI sought to smooth over things with his brother Ptolemy VII so they could join forces against their 

uncle, Antiochus IV.) 

28 And he shall return to his land with great substance, but his heart shall be set against the holy covenant. And he 

shall work his will, and return to his own land. 

(Antiochus IV left Egypt; on his way home, he and his armies marched against Jerusalem. He commanded his 

soldiers to kill everyone they encountered (men, women, and children). Within the space of three days, his forces 

had killed somewhere between 40,000 and 80,000 people. A similar number were captured and sold into slavery. 

He entered the Temple and) took the holy vessels, including the golden altar, the menorah, the table for the 

showbread, the cups for drink offerings, the bowls, the golden censers, the curtain, the crowns, and the gold 

decoration on the front of the temple. He took all the silver and gold, as well as the hidden treasures which he 

found. After appointing the Phrygian Phillip as governor in Jerusalem, Antiochus IV then returned to Antioch.) 

29 “At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south; but it shall not be this time as it was before. 

(In Egypt brothers Ptolemy VI and Ptolemy VII reconciled and agreed to share power. This annulled Antiochus IV’s 

alliance with Ptolemy VI and caused his loss of control over the Ptolemaic kingdom. Because of this, in 168 BCE 

Antiochus IV once again sought to go to war against Egypt. However, this time he would not have the same 

success as he achieved previously.) 

30 For ships of Kittim shall come against him, and he shall be afraid and withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged 

and take action against the holy covenant. He shall turn back and give heed to those who forsake the holy covenant. 

(The Ptolemy brothers appealed to Rome for help. In order to check the threat of Greek expansion, the Romans 

agreed to provide assistance. The “ships from Kittim” here refer to the ships which brought the Roman legions to 

Egypt. Antiochus IV and his army marched toward Alexandria, they were met by three Roman senators with the 

demand that he withdraw from Egypt. The king of the North was astonished at this display of Roman arrogance, 

but after a brief time, said he would do all that the Romans demanded. On his return to Syria, he tried to ease the 

humiliation he had suffered at the hands of the Romans by taking out his frustration on the Jews in Judea. His 

armies encircled Jerusalem and then attacked. All those Jews who resisted were executed. However, the pro 

Hellenistic Jews who allied themselves with Antiochus IV were left unharmed.) 

31 Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the continual burnt 

offering. And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. 

(Antiochus IV’s army desecrated the Temple and stopped the daily sacrifices. On the 15th of Kislev, in December 

168 BCE, the Syrians built a pagan altar over the altar of burnt offering in the Temple and placed an image of Zeus 

Olympius upon it. Ten days later, on the 25th of Kislev, swine’s flesh was offered on the altar to Zeus.) 

32 He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant; but the people who know their God shall stand firm 

and take action. 

(Antiochus IV decreed that his entire kingdom should become one people, each giving up his own customs. The 

other peoples under his rule accepted Antiochus IV’s command. Because of his flattering approach, many of the 



people of Israel also forsook the Law and adopted his religion. He commanded a change in all the ordinances of 

God. No sacrifices were to be offered in the sanctuary, the Sabbaths and feasts were to be profaned, the Jews 

were not to circumcise their sons. Upon pain of death, they were commanded to profane the true religion so that 

eventually the Law would be forgotten. Antiochus IV appointed inspectors to watch the Jews and commanded the 

cities of Judah to offer pagan sacrifices. Yet many in Israel stood firm and rejected the innovations of the king of 

the North.) 

33 And those among the people who are wise shall make many understand, though they shall fall by sword and flame, 

by captivity and plunder, for some days. 

(Copies of the Torah were burned. Anyone in possession of a Torah was put to death. Women who had their 

children circumcised were put to death, along with their entire families and those who had circumcised them. 

Many in Israel chose to die rather than to break the holy covenant.) 

34 When they fall, they shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves to them with flattery; 

(The decrees of Antiochus IV led to a rebellion started by the priest Mattathias and his five sons (including Judas 

Maccabee). Judas Maccabee defeated the large army of Antiochus IV’s general Apollonius. Seron, the commander 

of the Syrian army, came against the forces of Judas. His army was also defeated by Judas, and his fame spread all 

the way to Antioch. King Antiochus IV was greatly angered by the exploits of Judas he gave his soldiers a year’s 

wages, ordering them to be ready for whatever action needed to be taken. 

Antiochus IV left his general Lysias in charge of his son and half of his army, with instructions to attack and destroy 

Jerusalem and Judea. Lysias sent an army of 40,000 infantry and 7,000 cavalry and marched into Judea. He met 

the forces of Judas Maccabee (3,000 poorly equipped men) near Emmaus. However, despite being vastly 

outnumbered, Judas’ army routed the Syrians, killing 3,000 and putting the rest to flight. 

In 165 BCE, Lysias again sent the Syrian army (now numbering 60,000 infantrymen and 5,000 cavalry) against the 

Jewish forces, which had risen to 10,000. This time, 5,000 Syrians were killed and Lysias fled back to Antioch. 

Because of his great victory, Judas and his men were able to recapture the Temple. In 164 BCE, Antiochus IV’s 

army was defeated at Elymais, Persia when he attempted to plunder the city of its gold and silver. Soon 

thereafter, a messenger came from Antioch and notified him of the defeat of his armies by Judas and the Jews. 

Terribly shaken by these events, he fell sick and became bedridden. Antiochus IV died shortly after that.) 

35 and some of those who are wise shall fall, to refine and to cleanse them and to make them white, until the time of 

the end, for it is yet for the time appointed. 

(After the death of Judas Maccabee in battle in 161 BCE, persecution continued upon the Jews. Many Jews who 

had opposed Judas and his goals took opportunity after his death to persecute and kill righteous Jews.) 

Beginning with Mattathias' leadership of the rebellion against Antiochus IV, the rule of the Hasmoneans (named 

after Mattathias' grandfather, Asmoneus) lasted from 168 until 37 BCE. The words "until the time of the end" 

refer to the end of this second period of Jewish sovereignty. The "appointed time" refers to the 70 weeks of years 

that Gabriel had earlier told Daniel about (Dan. 9:24-27), which led to the appearance of the Messiah. 

36 The king shall do according to his will; he shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak 

astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is 

determined shall be done 

The king in verse 36 is talking of Herod the Great. He is not called the king of the North (who at this time was 

Octavius) or the king of the South (Antony & Cleopatra), but "the king." 

Herod was king of Judea whilst power struggles amongst the Romans were going on around him. 

The first thing said of the King in v 36 is that he would "do according to his own will." 

Success in achieving and maintaining power also defined Herod the Great. 



37 He will show no regard for the gods of his ancestors or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, 

but will exalt himself above them all. 

Even though Herod was an Idumean (a descendant of Esau), his family had converted to Judaism in the 2nd 

century BCE. Therefore, Herod was generally regarded as a Jew. Yet he promoted Greek and Roman gods and built 

the port city of Caesarea (named after the Roman emperor Caesar Augustus), 

"The Desire of Women" 

Herod showed no regard for Jesus – the one desired of women. He saw Him as a threat to His throne and had the 

babies of Bethlehem murdered. 

38 He shall honor the god of fortresses instead of these; a god whom his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold 

and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 39 He shall deal with the strongest fortresses by the help of a foreign 

god; those who acknowledge him he shall magnify with honor. He shall make them rulers over many and shall divide 

the land for a price. 

Herod's actions in securing and holding on to power provide an impressive fulfillment of this verse. The Roman 

emperors proclaimed themselves to be "gods," and it was by their military "forces" or "fortresses" that they 

enlarged and sustained their power and their empire. Herod was quick to honor the warring Roman rulers with 

tribute and building projects. He rebuilt many fortresses in the land and temples in surrounding Gentile areas, 

including three temples dedicated to Caesar Augustus. He rebuilt the ancient Phoenician coastal fort called 

Strato's Tower and renamed it Caesarea in honor of Caesar Augustus; he rebuilt Samaria, and renamed it Sebaste 

(sebastos was the Greek word for "reverend," equivalent to the Latin augustus). He built many other fortified 

cities and named them in honor of Caesar. Herod also introduced Greek-style games in honor of Caesar. He often 

sent delegations to Rome to deliver valuable gifts and money to show his respect to Caesar. 

Using the support and backing of the Roman emperor, Herod was able to overcome all of his foes. Herod gave 

land and authority to those who supported him in order to secure their allegiance. 

v 40He shall conflict with the king of the south; but the king of the north shall rush upon him like a whirlwind, with 

chariots and horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall come into countries and shall overflow and pass 

through. 41 He shall come into the glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these shall be delivered out of 

his hand: Edom and Moab and the main part of the Ammonites. 42 He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, 

and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 

Antony and Octavius made a pact with a third party (Marcus Aemilius Lepidus) to rule Rome after the 

assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BCE. In the civil war that followed Caesar's death, they defeated the assassins' 

forces in 42 BCE. The next year, Antony fell in love with Egyptian queen Cleopatra. After Antony suffered a military 

defeat against the Parthians in 36 BCE, he and Octavius had a falling out. Worsening the situation was the fact 

that, in 32 BCE, Antony divorced his Roman wife, Octavia (the sister of Octavius) and ceded many of the eastern 

Roman territories to Cleopatra and their children. Finally, in 31 BCE, a new civil war broke out between the Roman 

Senate-supported Octavius and Antony/Cleopatra. 

The Roman historian Plutarch wrote that the first move in the war was made by Antony (at the insistence of 

Cleopatra). Thus we see that the "king of the South" indeed first attacked the "king of the North." The Roman 

Senate quickly pronounced Antony an outlaw and declared war on Cleopatra. 

In this war, Herod supported Antony and sent supplies to his forces. He wished to join Antony for a final 

showdown with Octavius, but Antony dispatched him and his troops to fight the Nabatean king Malichus I. 

Despite the fact that each side had assembled large infantry forces, Plutarch records that these infantry were not 

engaged at all in the short war. Although his generals advised Antony to use his overwhelming infantry advantage 

to defeat Octavius, Antony decided to prosecute the war primarily with ships in order to satisfy the request of 

Cleopatra. Thus the conflict was decided by chariots, horsemen, and in a major naval battle, approximately 630 

ships. After the navy of Antony and Cleopatra was routed off the promontory of Actium in Greece on September 

2, 31 BCE, the infantry deserted and never saw battle. 



Seeing that Antony was all but defeated, Herod helped Quintus Didius, the Roman governor of Syria, prevent a 

troop of Antony's gladiators from reaching Egypt to aid Antony. Herod then undertook a dangerous sea voyage in 

winter 30 BCE to meet with Octavius on the Greek island of Rhodes. Herod came to him humbly and stated that he 

would be as loyal to Octavius as he had previously been to Antony. Octavius accepted Herod's pledge and 

promised him continued rule over Judea. 

The course Octavius took after his victory over Antony and Cleopatra accurately follows the prophecy. He passed 

through Syria, Judea (the "glorious land"), and Egypt in his pursuit of the pair. However, the lands of Edom, Moab, 

and Ammon were not invaded during this excursion. A later expedition into these areas (about 25 BCE), under the 

command of Aelius Gallus along with 500 troops from Herod, was not successful and no further efforts were made 

against them. 

43 He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all the precious things of Egypt; and the Libyans 

and the Ethiopians shall follow in his train. 

Octavius captured the riches of Egypt with his victory over Antony and Cleopatra. He celebrated his triumph in 

Rome in 29 BCE. His general, Cornelius Balbus, later took Libya and Ethiopia for Rome. 

44 Tidings from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go forth with great fury to exterminate and 

utterly destroy many. 

Having updated the story flow in verses 40-43 to show the Roman dominance of Judea and the end of the "king of 

the South," the prophecy reverts to its earlier subject, Herod the king. The “tidings from the East” which troubled 

Herod was the news from the magi of the “King of the Jews”. Matt. 2:3 "When Herod the king heard this, he was 

troubled, and all Jerusalem with him". In fury Herod murdered many – Matt. 2:16  “Then Herod, when he saw that 

he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children 

who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under.” 

The “tidings from the North” came from Rome where his oldest son Antipater sent letters claiming that two of his 

other sons, were plotting against him. Herod had the two sons killed. A little later Herod executed Antipater and 

300 of his supporters. 

45 And he shall pitch the tabernacle of his palace  between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; but he shall come 

to his portion, and there is none to deliver him" (Septuagint) 

The final part of the prophecy shows that, in his last days, the king would seek deliverance from a threat to his 

life, but would not receive it. This was  fulfilled at the end of Herod's life, as documented by Josephus. After years 

of suffering from a painful disease (probably syphilis), Herod finally  attempted to take his own life . He was 

stopped by his cousin Achiab. 

Daniel 11 ends with the palace of Herod between God's mountain and the sea where Herod meets his death. 

"He will pitch his royal tents between the sea and the beautiful holy mountain, but he will meet his end with no one 

to help him." (Holman version) 

It's only in recent times they have found Herods tomb at Herodion.  Herod built Herodion at the highest point of 

the mountains in the Judean desert, deliberately elevated and looking down on Jerusalem in honour of himself. 

"The dark days of Herod" are placed in contrast to the days of Jesus - the light of the world. I love such contrast. 

Herod was  proud and lifted up, his palace looked down on Jerusalem.  Jesus was born in a stable. His entry into 

Jerusalem was "humble and riding on a donkey". 

How wise God is to bring down the proud and elevate the humble, another proof of His wisdom. 

As with the prophecy of the Image there is a gap from Roman times when Jesus was "cut off", until the time of the 

10 toes Arab kings at the end of time - "In the days of those kings  God will set up a kingdom that will never be 

destroyed". Daniel 11 concludes in Roman times with Herod, bringing us to the time of Christ (first coming).   

Daniel 12 concerns the time of the end (the last '7' of the 70 week prophecy.  The details are sealed from Daniel 



but unsealed by Jesus. We are now in the last days - the days of the ten toe Kings (second coming) the last half of 

the final '7' - see Daniel 12 "Scroll Unsealed"  https://youtu.be/Mc8cQEvnJ_U 

 


